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The earliest universal smallpox vaccine application in Taiwan -
Starting from the institutional to the statistical in 1896-1919

Abstract

Smallpox vaccine was the earliest universal vaccination in Taiwan,
and 1t occurred during the Japanese ruling era. This study used the
official documents and statistics to research how its institutions
implemented in Taiwan in 1896-1919, and how it associated with the
statistical numbers. It was found that, first, the smallpox vaccine
institution was frequently changed before 1900, then created its
stable bottom in 1903-1906. Second, while the system was gradually
stable after 1900, the ratio of the first injection and the second
injection were both also getting stable, and had more connected with
the smallpox epidemic. Especially after 1906 when started the whole
l-year children’s vaccination, the above phenomenon was cleanlier.
Third, at the time when the Taiwan Governor was not subdued the whole
Taiwan yet before 1900, the ratio of the first injection in most of
Taiwan were not connected with the epidemic directly, but might
connected with the personnel matters like: Japanese army who
stationed in Taiwan, local residents’ race, and the government’s
control power and so on.

Keywords: Japanese Taiwan, smallpox, vaccine, preventive medicine, public
health
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