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Bacterial Meningitis in Infants
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TaBLE 1.—ETIOLOGIC AGENT AND THE
MortTALITY RATE OF INFANTS UNDER
ONE YEAR OF AGE WITH
BACTERIAL MENINGITIS.
, Mortality 4

Organisim No.* % Rate (%)
Hemophilus influenzae 34/80 42.50% 1/34 2.94%
Undetermined 15/80 18.75% 3/15 20.00%
Enteric bacteria 9/80 11.25% 3/9 33.33%

Escherichia coli 4/80 500% 1/4 25.00%
Pseudomonas aeruginésa 2/80  2.50% 1/2  50.00%
Klebsiella  ° 1/80 1.25% 0/1 0
Coliform bacilli 1/80 1.25% 0/1 0
Paracolon bacilli 1/80- 1.25% 0/1 100 %

Streptococcus (one
gamma, seven beta

hemolytic) 8/80 10.00% 0/8 0
Pneumococcus g 7/80 875% 1/7 14.28%
Meningococcus 5/80 6.25% 0/S 0
Staphylococcus (positive

coagulase) 1/80 1.25% O0/1 0
Tubercle hacillus 1/80 1.25% 0/1 0

Denwminator="Total number of patients.
-i-Tutal mortality rate of 8/80 was 10%.
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Fxﬁ. l.h—T!ne ratio of bacterial meningitis in neonates
and other infants under one year of age. :

TABLE 2.—ETIOLOGIC AGENT AND
MORTALITY RATE OF NEONATAL

MENINGITIS.
Mortality -
Organism No.* % Rate (%)
Enteric bacteria 7/19 36.83% 3/7 42.86%
Escherichia coli 3/19* 15.79% 1/3 33.33%
Pseudomonas aeruginosa 2/19 10.52% 1/2  50.00%
Paracolon bacilli 1/19

3.26% 1/1 100%
Coliform bacilli 1/19  5.26% 0/1 0
Streptococcus (five

beta hemolytic, one

gamma) 6/19 31.58% /0 0
Undetermined 3/19 15.79% 2/3 66.67%
Pneumococcus 2/19 10.52%. 0/2 0
Meningococcus 1/19  5.26% 0/1 0

*D=nominator=Total number of neonates.
-+Total mortality rate of 5/19 was 26.31%.
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Fig. 2.—-Incidence and morality in patients with bacterial meningitis according to age.
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TABLE 3.-——MORTALITY IN PATIENTS WITH

BACTERIAL MENINGITIS ACCORDING. TO
SEVERITY OF TLLNESS ON ADMISSION.

Severity of ; ;
Iliness No. Cases Death % Mortality
Mild 1 0 0
Moderate (lethargy) 51 2 3.98%
Severe ‘(semicoma-coma) 28 6 21.50%
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TABLE 4. DURATION OF FEVER IN
BACTERIAL MENINGITIS. *

Number Mean Extremes
Etiology of cases (days) (days)
H. influenzae 26 75 (3-14
Undetermined 8 5.5 1-21
Streptococcus 6 5.5 3-7
Meningococcus 4 SYR) 2-11
Pneumococcus 3 I 2-10
Staphylococcus 1 4 4
E. coli L2 4 4
Tubeicle bacillus 1 4 4
Pscudomonas 1 7 7
Klebsiella 1 10 10
Total** 52 5.9 :

T" rsistent clevation above 100 )%
*Data not available on all 80 patients.
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TABLE 5.—THE SPECTRUM or DRUGS
USED IN THE TREATMENT OF BA\CTERIAL

MENINGITIS,
Number of Numb.
The Choice of Drugs Cases* % of Deaths
H. INFLUENZAE MENINGITIS
Ampicillin alone 11734 32.35% 0
Penicillin
chloramphenicol 8734 .23.83%: 0
Penicillin 4 !
chloramphenicol +
sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 3./34 23.53% 0
Chloramphenicol -+
ampicillin - :
sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 4/34 12.76% 0
Ampicillin 4 penicillin 1/34 2.94% 0
Chlo amphenicol + :
streptomycin +- sulfadiazine 1/34 2.94% 1
Chloramphenicol alone 1/34 2.94% 0
STREPTOCOCCUS MENINGITIS
Penicillin alone - 5/8 62.5 % 0
Penicillin 4-
. chloramphenicol -
sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 2/8 25 2% 0
Penicillin 4+ ampicillin 1/8 12.5 % 0
PNEUMOCOCCUS MENINGITIS
Number of Number
The Choice of Drugs Cases* %  of Deaths
Penicillin 4
chloramphenicol +
sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 4,7 57.14% 0
Penicillin alone 1/7 14.28% 0
Penicillin 4 ampicillin 1/7 14.28% 1
Cephaloridine 1/7 14.28% 0
MENINGOCOCCUS MENINGITIS
Penicillin 4-
chloramphenicol +
sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 573 100% 0
E. COLI MENINGITIS
Penicillin 4.
chloramphenicol 4- ;
sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 2/4 50% 1
Ampicillin alone 1/4 25% 0
Ampicillin 4 kanamyecin 1/4 25% 0
COLIFORM BACILLI MENINGITIS
Penicillin 4
chloramphenicol -+
streptomycin . 189] 100% C
PSEUDOMONAS MENINGITIS
Colistin + tetracycline Ll 50 0
Colistin 4 chloramphenicol 172 30% 1
KLEBSIELLA MENINGITIS
Ampicillin 4+ kanamycin 1/1 100%¢ 0
TUBERCLE BACILLUS MENINGITIS
Streptomycin 4 INH4 PAS 1.1 100% 0
STAPHYLOCOCCUS MENINGITIS
Ampicillin 11 100% 0



UNDETERMINED BACTERIAL MENINGITIS

Penicillin +
chloramphenicol +

sulfadiazine or sulfisoxazole 8/13 33.33% 1
Ampicillin alone 2718 13.33% 0
Penicillin 4 i

chloramphenicol -+
streptomycin 115 6.67% 1
Penicillin 4

_chloramphenicol AL 6.67% 0
Penicillin +

kanamycin
chloramphenicol +
streptomycin 1/15 6.67% 1
Ampicillin 4 kanamycin 1/15 6.67% 0
Ampicillin 4 kanamycin +
penicillin 4
chloramphenicol -+
sulfadiazine 1,15 6.67% 0

*D nominator=Total number of patients.
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