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Abstract

To determine the risk factors of adolescent
mothers with male partners of large age
difference, adolescent mothers aged less than
20 years in Taichung in 1997 were divided
into two groups of the cases (male partners
= 25 years old) and the controls (male
partners < 25 years old), and were surveyed
by a self-administered structured questionnaire,

inquiring about sociodemography, and
mechanism and process of interaction
between adolescent women and their male
partners. The results showed that total
response rate was 63.0%, 53.7% and 76.1%
for the cases and the controls, respectively.
The average age for the cases and controls
was 18.4+ 1.2 years and 17.6 + 1.6 years,
respectively which reached the level of
significant difference. Through the logistic
regression analysis, adolescent women who
made acquaintance with their male partners
at workplace (AOR=5.1, 95%C.1.=1.2-21.6 ),
had a better sexual knowledge prior to
pregnancy (AOR=16.1, 95%C.1.= 2.5-105),
made the decision of marriage by the couples
themselves (AOR=3.7, 95%C.1=12-11.3),
and had a planned marriage (AOR=9.5,
95%C.1.=1.6-56.4) were the significant risk
factors to have male partners with large age
difference.
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Adjusted OR: Adjusted odds ratio; 95%C.1.: 95% confidence interval.



