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Abstract

Adolescent mothers paired with older
partners and their infants deserve a special
concern and investigation. The purpose of
this study is to examine the marriage status
as well as health status and growth of infants
born to adolescent mothers paired with old
partners. In this cross- sectional study, all
adolescent mothers and their first-born
infants in Taichung City in 1997 were
divided into adolescent mothers whose
partners aged greater than 24 years and
whose partners aged less than and equaled to
24 years. Interviewing with study subjects
with a structured questionnaire will be
performed by public health nurses to collect
information on the marriage status,
reproductive outcomes, and infants” health
status including preterm birth, low birth
weight, neonatal mortality, congenital
diseases. incidence of accidents,
immunizations rates, and growth and
development which were measured by
physicians with the Denver Developmental
Screening.

The results showed that in addition to
the incidence of preterm birth , there was
no statistically significant difference in
marriage status, reproductive outcomes,
incidences of congenital diseases and
accidents, immunizations rates, and
growth and development between infants
of two groups, though infants bom to
adolescent mothers paired with older
partners had a higher rate of most of
adverse status. A longitudinal follow-up
study on the long-term prognosis for
adolescent mothers paired with older
partners is recommended.
keywords: adolescent mother, older partner,

marriage, infants, growth and
development
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BmELBRE 0.74
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< 10% 5 9.8 10 19.6

>10% 46 90.2 41 80.4
&5 o1 0.12

< 10% 1 2.0 4 7.8

> 10% 50 98.0 47 92.2

*4# A Chi-square test
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