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Adenoid cystic carcinoma (ACC) is one of
the most frequent malignant tumor in oral
and maxillofacial region. Invasion and
metastasis are the primary causes of poor
clinical outcome. Understanding how ACC
invade and metastasize is therefore
critical improving survival statistics.
The precise mechanism of how the invasion
and metastasis occur is still unknown.
Resent studies have shown that altered
keratin expression affects metastatic
potential iIn many types of tumors.
Dysregulated keratin expression has been
correlated with increased invasiveness
in some of cancer cell lines. K19
expression is down regulated in invasive
oral squamous cells significant evidence
has accumulated to directly implicate
members of the gene family of matrix
metalloproteinase (MMPS)in tumor
invasion and metastasis formation.
Expression of invasion and metastasis
phenotype 1s probably caused by an
imbalance and deregulation of matrix
metal loproteinase (MMPs) and tissue
inhibitors of metalloproteinase
(TIMPs). Exogenous addition of TIMPs
has been shown to successfully inhibit
in vitro tumor invasion of
extracellular matrix.
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