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> Since 1980s, Japan opened labor market for foreign labors,

and they became new members in Japanese society. After
that, continuing struggling with the problems of low-birth
rate, increase of elderly, decline of local labors and
trying to enhance international competitiveness, Japanese
government decided to enlarge the numbers of migrants for
highly skilled talents in May 2012. It forced Japan to
stand at a crossroad for accepting pure labor or create a
class selection system in foreign labors. Through document
analysis, this

paper intends to discuss the reform and examine the
immigration history, relative policies and practices of
accepting foreign labors from figuring out the policy
process of “point system” for accepting highly skilled
talents. While taking the authors as the examples in the
point system, it is initially found that the point system
1s very strict to international students, who have just
graduated from universities, to apply because they and have
lower incomes and few working experiences. Moreover, this
point system prefers those who know Japan well in the field
of “advanced academic research activities,” and shows the
function of “class selection” as well. It is also
suggested that the standards of age, annual income, and
Japanese proficiency should be amended according to the
factors of salary level in lower-income countries,
differences of applicants’ academic fields and
international exchange rates in order to enhance policy
effects.

Japan, international student, highly skilled talent,
immigration
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Abstract

Since 1980s, Japan opened labor market for foreign labors, and they
became new members in Japanese society. After that, continuing struggling
with the problems of low-birth rate, increase of elderly, decline of local labors
and trying to enhance international competitiveness, Japanese government
decided to enlarge the numbers of migrants for highly skilled talents in May
2012. It forced Japan to stand at a crossroad for accepting pure labor or create
a class selection system in foreign labors. Through document analysis, this
paper intends to discuss the reform and examine the immigration history,
relative policies and practices of accepting foreign labors from figuring out the
policy process of “point system” for accepting highly skilled talents. While
taking the authors as the examples in the point system, it is initially found that
the point system is very strict to international students, who have just
graduated from universities, to apply because they and have lower incomes
and few working experiences. Moreover, this point system prefers those who
know Japan well in the field of “advanced academic research activities,” and
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shows the function of “class selection” as well. It is also suggested that the
standards of age, annual income, and Japanese proficiency should be amended
according to the factors of salary level in lower-income countries, differences
of applicants’ academic fields and international exchange rates in order to
enhance policy effects.

Keywords: Japan, international student, highly skilled talent, immigration
policy, class selection
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