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Is Teen Childbearing a Problem?

Abstract

This paper discusses the context of Taiwanese teen childbearing
as a social, population, and public health problem. This
classification might cause the following issues of concern: 1)
ignorance of the needs of teen mothers, 2) ignorance of
differential fertility rates among teen mothers, 3)
stigmatization and over-generalization, 4) women as vehicles of
reproduction. This paper suggests the needs of teen mothers should
be analyzed and provided for; the age limitation of birth stipends
should be rescinded. Furthermore, contraceptive knowledge and
methods should be made publically available to all teens. Our
public health policy should aim to reduce adverse birth outcomes
of pregnancy rather than to prevent teen pregnancy in general.
Teen mothers should be supported instead of stigmatized and
negatively labeled by the society. Finally, the social control
over birth behavior should be relaxed; then, women can execute

their free will on giving births.
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