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An Investigation on the Alcohol Drinking
Problems among Residents of
Two Aboriginal Tribes.

Wang Ching-Fu*

The purpose of the study is to identify
the characteristics of alcohol drinking and
the prevalence of alcohol abuse/dependence
among the residents of two aboriginal tribes.
253 male aborigines aged between 13 and
88 were sampled from the two tribes with
random sampling method. 155 subjects were
interviewed. The result showed that the
prevalences of alcohol abuse/dependence
were 18.6%/31.4% for Atayal, and
13.0%/44.9% for Pu-lon. The prevalences of
alcohol abuse/dependence were higher in
married, poor education, non-skilled, or low

Chiu Nan-Ying**

SES subjects. The characteristics of drinking
were as follows: Aborigines usually drank
with their friends at home after their daily
works; the most common drinking frequency
was 2 to 3 days a week; beer and rice wine
were the favorite wines for aborigines. The
most common reason of drinking was social
& pleasure need. Many drinking-related
problems wer found including accident,
family problem and occupational impairment.
The attitudes of the aborigines toward the
drinking were showed and discussed in this

paper.

"~ *  Chung-Shan Medical and Dental College, Taichung, Taiwan, R.O.C.
** Department of Psychiatry, Changhua Christian Hospital, Changhua, Taiwan, R.O.C.
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