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Abstract

Teen childbearing in Taiwan is commonly either related to premarital adolescent
pregnancy or viewed as an irrational choice. This, inevitably, stigmatizes adolescent
childbearing. That is, these teenagers are often thought as dropouts, living in poverty.
Thus, we tend to focus on the negative results of teen childbearing and how to prevent
adolescent pregnancy. This paper argues teen childbearing is not always negative and
sad. Being adolescent mothers is greatly influenced by not only individual factors but
also structural factors. In other words, getting married and giving births may be a
better choice for some teens living in a very limited economic and cultural
environment. The resourceé should be used to guide them to prevent unwanted births.
Those who give births should be taught how to be successful care-givers. Moreover,
these young mothers should receive social support and the choice of getting married
and pregnant should be respected. Childbearing is, after all, a private issue; public
influence should not interfere.
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