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The Influence of the Internet

on Cancer Patients’ Illness Experience

Abstract

As the Internet continues to grow rapidly, methods of generating
and disseminating health knowledge are different from the past. Many
cancer patients have tried to improve the doctor-patient
relationship and increase their involvement in treatment
decision-making. The rise of blogs has created an open space for
cancer patients to express personal opinion and communicate freely.
Through information forwarding and sharing, social networks among
blog users can be established, and various online patient-initiated
support groups can be formed. Little research has been done on the
influence of the Internet usage on cancer patients illness
experience. Using literature review, this present research attempted
to help health care professionals understand the Internet use
behaviors among cancer patients. This article reviewed the Internet
use behaviors of cancer patients, the impact of Internet health
information on the doctor-patient relationship and doctor-patient
communication, the characteristics of blogs and social networks, and
the possible meanings for cancer patients to write a blog. Through
this article, academic circles are expected to pay more attention
to cancer patients’ internet use behavior and the characteristics
of using blogs as a message producer. Furthermore, the
patient-centered approach is suggested to be adopted by health
communication professionals for future research in this field.

Key words: Internet, health information, cancer, blog, illness
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