My Impressmn of VlSltmg U.S. A
By Professor Sun Chien-wei ( (st ).

Formosan Impressed '
By Press Meetings

(Sun Chien-wei, chief editor of the Chung

Kuo Daily News of Taichung, Taiwan (For- -

mosa), is spending a month in Burlington
as guest of The Hawk-Eye. This is the first
of a series of his reports on his visit to the
. United States—Ed.)

+ I hadfollowed with, close interest Ameri~
ca's’ achievements 'in industry, education,

news media and social welfare. Now I was
to see this progress for myself.

1 came here under the sponsorshiD :of

. Specialist program of the US. Department
of State.

I am much honored to have the oppor-
tunity visiting the United States of America
“which 1 had dreamed of exploring for ‘years:

American customs and traditions; - way -of
life, cultures, and phllosophy always had
attracted me.

During my 5 week trlp to the east 31de of
America, I led a colorful ‘and exciting life
visiting Washington, D. C., Buffalo, Boston,
New Haven, and New York. My heart was
to experience deep feelings of astonishment,
admlratlon and enthL31asm as events unfol~

ded before my eyes. =

1 shall try to record my?. lmpressmn and

recollectlons in a realistic | spmt ‘observing
honest lmpartlahty
It was a Pleasant triP of almost 22 hours
After stopplrg in Tokyo, Seattle, San Fran~
cisco, I arrlved in Washlrgton, D C. on
Sept. 3 at 5 P.m.
When the jet was flying over Seattle, the
rising sun rippled it’s red light to infiltrate
* through the small window of the plane. But
my watch indicated it was 12 o’clock p.m.
1 knew we were flymg over western hemi-
Sphere Time owed me half day sleeping. I
thought I would touch my dreammg land
soon.

Ihad 3 hour rest in tne Qeattle axrport

before contlnumg my flignt to San Francxsco

P

At 730 pm I boarded a Western Lme Jet
Dlane. 'While _resting in" my comfortable
seat, I enJoyed the delicious food and. sweet
music to relax my tiresome trip.

Mid-Air Movie :

I landed at the San Francisco alrport at
820 P.m. I stayed at San Francisco for one
day. The next day I- .changed 'to -the TWA
airline for a flight to Washington, D. C.

During my flying to Washington, I saw
the moving picture show on the Dlane - that
added to the Pleasantpess of the atmosph~

-ere in my trip.

) Veteran Dlplomat A o
When I reached Washington, Mr." Haywo~
rth, a program officer of Far Eastern Cult~
ural Affair ‘Bureau of State Department,
met me. An informative program had been ’
prepared for me. Mr. Hayworth and his wife
gave me a warm réception at their- ‘house on.
my .arrival evening. : '
Mr. Hayworth can speak . both Chlnese
and Japanese. He is a veteran dlplomat He -

“had been -stationed in- Osaka, Japan for eight

years. In 1961, ‘he went to our city, Taich-
ung, to pursue his advanced: study -in the C-
hirese Language School sponsored by Far

‘Eastern Affair Bureau of State Department, -

His wife is a Taiwanese,. 10 years yourvger

than he on looking. They were married in

Taichung, Taiwan. S
' Meets Officials :
Tne followmg day I p2id a courtesy. call
to. the top-ranking officers who are respon-,

sible for Far Eastern Affair- of State Depa~ -

rtment. Tae. first . man 1 called on was Mr.-
McCloskey, spokesman - of the State De=
partment. I joined a news conference spo-
nsored by him. He gave brief remarks on '
both intérnational and domestic news. Taen
he arswered some questiors- submitted by
some reporters who attended the conference

Press Confererces

. As I am a press man, the thmgs II.an‘-' .
essed me most during my stay in W "‘un~ }
\.gton were ‘he regular thte House press




conferences --sponsored by Geor-ge Reedy,

secretary of press, and a press conference

by Mr. Rusk, Secretary of State.
On Sept' 10, Secretary Rusk, accused Sen.

Barry Goldwater at 2 press’ conference, of -

demonstrating “a basic lack of understan
ding” of presidential responsibilities infor
eign affairs. In reply to another" question,
Mr. Rusk said that “a great deal more clar~
ification” was needed on what he called the
basic foreign policy issue of presidential ca~
mpaign. This issue he said, is whether “the
breat bipartisan policies of the postwar pe-
riod will be continued “or do we veer off in
some direction and, if ‘so, what is that dire-
ctlon
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Dean Rusk Is
Affable Manv

Mr Dean Rusk, Secretary of State, gave
me the impression that he is a knowiedgea-
ble and-aiiab.e statesman with no authorat~

- ive alrs We Cnnesewould call .him an.

asy approacy man *In résponse’ to ques*10~
s, Mr. Rusk- answered briefly and unambi-
guously with a firm voice.

On Sept. 14, 1 joined White House News
Conference sponsored by George Reedy, se-
cretary of press. He disclosed that President
Johnson would continue his election campaign
to the west coast on Sept. 16 and would pr-

eside over the presentation ceremony to aw-
ard three winners of the Harmon Internatlonal
Aviation TroPhy at 3:30.

1 was thinking of what an exceptlonal pri-
vilege it would be for me to. see President
Johnson. - :

I was regretlul that I myself d1d not see
President Johnson when he paid the state

- visit to Talwan in 1961, However, 1 had read

the full 'text of his. speech addressed to’ the.

college tudents of. Ta1pe1. So far as I knew :

his message was selected to.be a sup1d~
ementary reading for college students in
Taiwan. ‘

Waiting for a little moment I saw Presb

~dent Johnson appear on-the stone’ steps of
‘White House garden. He ‘hailed the most

amazing feats of three winners.
Toney were: »

Leroy Gordon Cooper who won the award
for overcominig mechanical failure to guide
his Faith 7 space capsule to a safe Iandlng
in May, 1963.

Aviatrix Betty Miller, of Santa Momca,
Calif., who. was recognized for her 7,400~
mile flight from Oakland, to Sidney, Austr-
alia, in the spring of 1963.

Air Force Lt. Col. F1tzhug‘1 L. Fulton who
won the award for flying -a B-58 Hustler
bomber to an altitude of 85,318 feet with a
payload of more than 11,000. pounds. .

During my stay in Washington, D. C, 1
was very much interested in observing the
freedom of press. Especially in the. preside~
ntial election year.

" Now 1 learned of newspapers in. the United
States.are not controlled by political parties

“Ioften read the “campaign statements of

both parties and opinionis of the people who
sometimes criticize the presidential nominee
of each party by expressiag their ‘ideas.

1 remember one of Late President Kenne-

' dy,s messages in which he said “The freed~

om of press is a ‘foundation stone oi the
democratic . system of government and a
symbpl.of man’s determlnatlon to influence
his future by expressmg h1s ideas in - his
own way.

“] think America’s strongest asset 11es in
such free conscience and democratic syste-~
m.

My next stop was Williamsburg, Va. where

the British colonial government was loca—

ted in the 17th century. It was a quite mer-
ry towa. A few streets of the town were
dedicated to be History Areas.

1 visited the magnificent colonial palace
and capitol where the attendants dressed in
an old British costume or uniiorm gave us
detailed eXpIanat101 of Past herltage 1 was
aware Taomas Jeuersonan d James Madison
were cotncilmen during that perlod Later
they became the, Presxdents oi Amerlca -

Trad1t1on HlStOI'Y

SO

Thelr struggle for independence of -Amer~—.

1ca ‘still remains in the aherts of American
_‘peOpxe and their brave deeds are written on’
the glorious pages of American history. All
the relics and famed landmarks reflect tra-~
dition and history of Amenca N

1 spent one day in W1111amsburg and retu-—
:rned back to Washington, D. C., next mornmg

, Shop Talk -
Tnen I called on Mr. Zusy ‘who is dlrector

of ‘Continental Press. Service..He, is.a- stocky -
" well-built -man. There :are shoots of gray

mingled with his thick black hair. .He does -

“not look like a man ‘nearing 50, but actually
he is. We have cummunlcated with.each ot-
her for two years.

I regularly write two artlcles per month
to report the major developme 1ts of Taiw-
an.

He .gave .me frlendly welcome and our
talks ranged over many respects. We exch~
anged the views of Southeast Asia s1tuatlo
ns, especialy ia Viet Nam.

~Ttold him that America is faced with many
‘crltlcal problems m Viet Nam. It seems to

~me that political and religious 1ssues are

more pressing than war.

. The stnble and popular government that
the Vietnamese seek and that the Americans
hope will arrive irom some where belore it
Is too late seems as remote as ever.
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Visit To Boston |
 Proved Relaxing

1 think I should talk something about rel-
axing topics describing my 1mpress10n durmg
thy ‘stay at Boston. < n

“On one cooler evening, I was 1nv1ted to
take a dinner. at the Durgin Park restaurant
founded  in* Colonial “days.: It 'was ‘said" that
the origin of Durgin Park and its ‘typically
Yankee recipes went back to Pre~Revolutio~
nary days. About 125 years ago, one of the
customers, Eldrege Park who owned a livery

— 8 —

e
R

stable .nearby, bougit there staurant.ia Par—

tnershiP with Jobhn Durgin, eommiss.ion mer-

chant, .a young dry-goods merchant. '
- Long Wait ,

Before we entered into the restaurant we
lined up for one. hour in the wind~soaked
evening. ‘Actually there was a throng of pe-
ople waiting outside. When we took seat at
the ‘table two hours had passed.

In an atmosphere of clattering dishes, co-
nversatlon and. sharp~tongued waitresses, it
served us roast beef rare in big thick slab
and sweet desserts. We ate up heartily. Wh—
en we finished our dinner indicated it was
five to ten. It was an unforgettable sentim-
ental evening.. .

New Haven Guest

1 was much honored to be a guest of City
Hall when I visited New Haven, New Haven
is a quiet, merry city and will be . a- sister
city associated with our city, Tax,cmng ,

Tais program was pusied by Caina Inst~
itute in America, a. cultural, nonprotitable
organization promoting the mutual understa«~
nding and friendsip-between American and
Chinese people, in cooperation with City Hal
of Taichung, Taiwan.

During my stay at New Have: 1, I was interv-~
iewed by the local reporters of :ewspaper,

radio station, and TV. "
- Most of them submitted many questxons
concerning about Southeast- Asia situation
especially in Viet Nam..

- So far as I know, Tai ichung - C1ty Coun01l
had :just: unammously passed a. resolu‘uon
confrrmxng our proposed “Sister Clty aff111~
ation and has already set up.a spec1al coms
mittee to: lmplement it.-A similar committee
is currently being formed in New Haven.

- My interest i1 New Haven was in a City
Plannlng Program lncludlng a housing oroj~
ect. May old houses were torn dow1 Once
1 visited the new houses built for old, retlred
men. I was led into the house. It is well fu-
rnished, bright, axd airy. Tae rent c1arged
them $20.50 from their pension eaca mon~
th. They live there very comfortably

- Visit To Yale .

* 1 also’ visited Yale University which is lo~ :
cated 'in:New: Haven. I met Dr.- Chaowho
who Is ressponsible for Yenching Institute
for the study of Chinese popular literature
and teaches Cainese language and Yale.



She just returned back from Talwan where”

she made research work in collectlng Cain-
‘ese drama materials. Her husband, Dr. Pin, -
who is my old classmate when we studied
in the high school on the’ mainland, teaehes
in MLT. Time elapsed. We have not sSeen
him for 20 years. ’
To Burlington :

Burlington is my intermediate stop of my
trip in the United States of America. I rea-
ched Burlington oa Oct: 19. 1 was warmly
welcomed by Mr. Robert Bruegger, managing
editor of The Hawk-Eye, at the airport.
< The first sigit touched my eyes was the
quaint westernstyle farm' home dotted the
rural areas and clean streets were paved.

An atmosphere of fall is prevailing throu-
grout the beautiful city. Maples stand “half
naked against the clearing sky. Birches stand

second two’ readmgs atn ext Mondays're,?d—j-. :

‘good will to onr people. o
The Dresidential campaign vvas Vlrtually L

ing: Mayor explained readings could be dous -
bled uP to get the ordinance passed because '
little opposition has been voiced.

1 am very much gratified to Mayor Max
Conrad and councilmen who gave me a key
to be a remembrance. I wish: to convey thelr"’

over. I had privilege to observe the electlon"
activities in Burlington. ‘

. When the voting begins I went to the’ pol~
ling place to watch what procedures a voter
casts his SOIerm ballot.

1 think American people are lntelhgent ‘to
choose whom he likes to be the preSIdent of
their country.

In the evening 1 watched Des Moines Co~’ _
unty Returas by Precincts in the courthouse.

Every man on his face appeared exciting
and nervous. “l knew Johnson was going to
win” one man said to me, “but the Democr—
atics sweePing lowa made me surprised”.

slim agaiast the hillsides. On the ground the
fallen leaves are restless, skittered ' at ‘the
| | road sides. Fall has come in Burlington.

il ‘ When 1 resided at the Burlington Hotel o

.my first arrival day.l opened the window
comimanding the most serene and lovely pa-
norama. As I saw the tranquil MississiPP;
river bridges reminiscent of the bridge over
the Yalu River in my home town, Antung,
which is located at northeastern part of Ch~
1na I have not seen it for 16 years miore.’

"As'I drove on uP thewinding hills road to
the smail town to cover a caurch news Story
with Mr. Roy Pelca, we traveled through
Picturesque and welIcontented villages and

_high corn stockPiles perCled on the yard.:
- 1 saw péoble going and coming with ever-
smiling and haPPy faces aware of the - ‘ble-
ssing of living i1 so lovely and prosperous
country.

One day 1 was Loxtunate to join the city
council headed by Mayor, Max _Conrad and
four councilmen.

I observed the basic democratic ‘way of
government In that meeting a Humna Rights
ordinance for Burlingtoa was given its first
reading by the city council. Two more read-
ings - and the ordinance will become law,
Councrlmen demded they W111 conduct the

. itality extended to me durlng my stay at

Next day the front page headline read: “De~
mocrat Landslide Sweeps US,” “Tne Johnson .
Victory.”

Unmatched Hospitality

1 consider it a duty to express my. gratit- . L

ude for the friendship and “unmatched hosp—

Burlington. .
1 shall always treasure the mauy mstances
of warm and brotherly concern and interest
shown by the Hawk-Eye staff editors, esp~"
ecially Editor Stuart Awbrey, who Dromlsed B
me 2-week extension staying.

Such a reception made me ponder the bl=
essings of the historical ties between our |
two countries. :

Benny Shuns Florida SEATTLE (AP) —Co
median Jack Benny, guest violinist-at a:conc ..
ert in Seattle, said his itinerary would' takel
and, Ore., Salt Lake City and Oakland Cahf '
him to Port '

“] was supposed to go to Florlda too,
Benny said, “but 1 changed my mind.”. Then "
he added: “If Ponce de Leon couldn’t flnd
it, the hell Wlth it.” :




