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“A cook in Chaucer’s London added onion”
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“Look Max—if you can’t get a job, at
least go to the park every duy!”
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What an excitement it would be when you
gain knowledge of your success in the entrance
examination to colleges and universities in your
native country.

All those fantastic dreams sparkle in your
brain. You may fancy of the bright and prosperous
future, to be an Einstein, or a Shakespeare
Momentarily you may even fancy that the world
is yours! Most probably you would concemny vour
local government of their low dfficiency in ma-
naging all those tedious regulation and documents
for your departure, or your plane not being a
supersonic one.

At the last resort of your patience, you
reach your native country. So you turn a new
leaf in a sea of strangers and an unexperienceed
environment. It may be the first time you stay
away from home. The lodging places and the
meals are by all means inferior to those from
home. Yet you are light spirited for you are set
free, as free as a bird n the tree.

You begin your social life, making acquain-
tance with your limited mandarin. Your social
life would be somewhat confined, especially when
you are a fashion lover. Very often you may be
taken as the other walks of life, belonging to the
privileged. As you are far from home, there
would be a sense of emptiness pierced deep into
your heart. So you are likely to seek for sffec-
tion and companion of the fair sex.

As a matter of fact, it is quite a different
thing between ideology and reality, Most probably
you would get some kinds of blow-up, which lead
to frustrition and fluctuation of emotion, rather
than those sacred and tender love in your Utopian
world.

Your extravagant expenditure on the monen-

tary pleasures would bring about a kind of con-
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fusion of perjudice and envy. The former is
more reasonable for it may awake you, while the
latter rather intolerable, you are taken as a de-
ceiver taking advantages over the innocents with
your special priority!

Well, if you avoid being tongued, you have
to substand the lonely vacations while peopie ave
all back for home, Dreams and memories of those
lovely moments you used to share with. your be-
loved family calls on you days and nights, but
when yuu look around, it is merely an illusion ior
around you is an empty room with four grey walls.

During festivals and New Year, cafes and
restrauants are all closed except those luxurious
ones. However, students, who cannot afford great
cuisine are served with poor manner and indiffe-
rence. Those delicate seasoning at home brings
about a bitter refrain. What can you do about it?
If you laugh the would laugh with you, but if you
wheep, you wheep alone.

Yet it is neither the beginning nor the end,
for you have to further your studies in same more
countries so as to gain reconigtion of your native
home. Where will be your next stop, God knows !

Nevertheless you are the fortunate one, gi-
ven so precious a chance to receive higher edu-
cation together with much hospitality form your
native country. So ask not what your country can
give, but ask what you can give to your country.It is
your duty to serve,with your knowledge and technique
obtained here, the overseas Chinese in the world,
to universalise our culture, a culture that re-
flects the beauty and glory of a nation and its
people=a culture that can never be a aholished
by force and dictatorship of any sort. To acheive
this we have to lay a costly sacrifice upon the

altar of education.
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