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Penile Gangrene Following Implantation of Penile
Prosthesis in Renal Transplant Patient: Report of a Case
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Erectile dysfunction (ED) etiology in patients with uremia and kidney transplant recipients may be
multifactorial. Conservative therapies fail in these patients at rates as high as or higher than the general

population. Th is leaves these patients with the limited options of abandoning sexual rehabilitation or

undergoing placement of a penile prosthesis. However, underlying factors are associated with high
complication rate, which preclude these patients from receiving penile prosthesis. Penile prosthesis
infection in renal transplant pa tients is still a major challenge. We report a renal transplant patient with

severe complications follo wing implantation of penile prosthesis.
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I n trodu c t ion

Ere c t i le dysfunction (ED) is a common

problem in the general population. Many pat ients

with end st age renal disease (ESRD) present

with deterioration of erectile function due to

vascular, neurological or psychological factors.

An association between ESRD and ED was first
reported in 1975Yl Some studies have shown that

25% to 72% of renal transplant recipients continue

to suffer from ED , although some do regain
potency after kidney transplantation. [2] Conservative

therapies (intraurethral therapy, intracavernosal

injection , and vacuum device) fail in these patients

at rates as high as or higher than the general
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population [3人This leaves these patients with the

limited options of abandoning sexual rehabilitation

or undergoing placement of a penile prosthesis.

However, there have been isolated and anecdotal

reports of increased risk of infection in transplant
patients who have undergone implantation of penile
prosthesis.[4J

Prosthetic implant-associ ated infections
have been documented for all types of implants

produced from artificial materials. Such infections

comprise the most devastating complications

of su rgical implantation of prosthetic devices.

Genital gangrene with extensive tissue loss is the
most severe and dreaded result of infection.!呵 ，

and occurs nearly exclusively in diabetic mellitus

(OM) patients, presumably secondary to decreased

peripheral perfusion. Prompt diagnosis, removal of

the prosthesis, early excision of necrotic tissue and
repeated aggressive debridement with or without

the use of hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO) are

war ranted for treatment of this condi tion.

We present a case of penile gangrene in a renal
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