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Abstract

The goal of this project is to discuss the effect on ordinal word-making method in
Manually Signed Language performed in memory to the deaf. At Trial I, the length of
words and sentences in Manually Signed Language and Taiwan Sign Language were
compared. And there were ten deaf adults and ten adults with normal hearing. The materials
were 100 words and 30 sentences, and they should present them in Manually Signed
Language and Taiwan Sign Language. The result showed that the length of words and
sentences presented in Manually Signed Language are longer than in Taiwan Sign
Language no matter for the deaf or normal people. Then in Trial Il, the purpose of the study
is to compare the memory span of words for the deaf in Taiwan Sign Language and in
Manually Signed Language. The participants were 44 vocational senior high students in a
school for the deaf and 20 deaf adults. And the result revealed, for deaf students and adults,
the memory span in Taiwan Sign Language were better than MCE compounds and
affixations words. The consequence of Trial | and Trial Il appeared that Manually Signed
Language may cost much time while in expression. And this may be the cause for why
memory span of the deaf performed in Manually Signed Language were worse than in
Taiwan Sign Language.
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Abstract

L;.IF_*H_;M,

It is common for teachers of the deaf to assume that Manually Coded Chinese
(MCC) facilitates the learning of Chinese. But it is difficult for deaf students to
understand MCC. Asking the question as to why understanding MCC is so difficult
for deaf students, this study investigated the role of morphological and syntactic
factors in MCC comprehension. It was found that the MCC words borrowed from
natural Taiwan Sign Language are much easier to understand than words of the
affixation or compound type. In addition, MCC sentences that preserve spatial
syntactic features were easier to understand than sentences that do not. It was



concluded that the reason why deaf students have difficulty in understanding MCC is
that MCC does not take advantage of the visual superiority of natural sign language.
The educators of deaf students must pay more attention to this phenomenon.

Key words: deaf students, Manually Coded Chinese (MCC), Taiwanese Sign
Language (TSL), morphology, spatial syntactic features, affixation, compound



