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Some western studies suggested a strong relation
between musical discrimination abilities and reading-
related skills. This study examines this relation in
Chinese language. Musical discrimination abilities
and reading-related skills are evaluated for normal-
reading children and children with dyslexia. The
results show that pitch discrimination abilities of
Chinese dyslexia children are not different from
those of normal-reading children. However, rhythm
perception abilities of Chinese dyslexia children are
poorer than those of normal-reading children.
Furthermore, the rhythm reading ability of dyslexia
in Chinese characters could predict the unique
variance in reading comprehension. Thus, in Chinese
character reading, there is a strong relation between
rhythm perception and reading acquisition, which is
consistent with the research results on alphabetic
languages. On the other hand, children with dyslexia
could segment words into their syllables. Thus. The
ability of phonemic segmentation in children with
dyslexia are not poorer than those in normal-reading
children, which is not consistent with the research
results on alphabetic languages. However, the phoneme
blending skills of Chinese dyslexia children are
poorer than those of normal-reading children.

dyslexia, phoneme deletion, phonological awareness,
pitch, rhythm
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TO EXPLORE THE MUSIC PERCEPTION ABILITIES OF CHINESE DYSLEXIC CHILDREN

Abstract
Some western studies suggested a strong relation between musical discrimination abilities and reading-related
skills. This study examines this relation in Chinese language. Musical discrimination abilities and
reading-related skills are evaluated for normal-reading children and children with dyslexia. The results show
that pitch discrimination abilities of Chinese dyslexia children are not different from those of normal-reading
children. However, rhythm perception abilities of Chinese dyslexia children are poorer than those of
normal-reading children. Furthermore, the rhythm reading ability of dyslexia in Chinese characters could
predict the unique variance in reading comprehension. Thus, in Chinese character reading, there is a strong
relation between rhythm perception and reading acquisition, which is consistent with the research results on
alphabetic languages. On the other hand, children with dyslexia could segment words into their syllables.
Thus. The ability of phonemic segmentation in children with dyslexia are not poorer than those in
normal-reading children, which is not consistent with the research results on alphabetic languages. However,
the phoneme blending skills of Chinese dyslexia children are poorer than those of normal-reading children.

KEYWORD: dyslexia, phoneme deletion, phonological awareness, pitch, rhythm
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The music perception abilities of Taiwanese children with dyslexia

Horng-Yih LEE, Yung-Siang SIE*, Sz-Chi CHEN', Man-Chen CHENG?
'Dept. of Psychology, Chung Shan Medical University, Taichung, Taiwan
“Dept. of Counseling and Applied Psychology, National Taichung
University of Education, Taichung, Taiwan
Email: hoyih@csmu.edu.tw

Abstract: Some studies in western literature, suggested a strong relation
between musical discrimination abilities and language-related skills. This
study examine this relation in Chinese characters reading. The abilities of
musical discrimination and language-related skills were evaluated for
normal-reading children and children with dyslexia. The components of
phonological processing skills in children with dyslexia were poor than
normal-reading children, but phoneme deletion for a two-syllable words.
Thus, children with dyslexia could segment words into their two syllables,
but into their three syllables. On the other hand, pitch discrimination
abilities of children with dyslexia were better than normal-reading
children. However, rhythm perception abilities of children with dyslexia
were poor than normal-reading children. Thus, in Chinese reading, there is
a strong relation between rhythm discrimination abilities and reading
acquisition.

Keywords: dyslexia; music reading disability; phonological awareness pitch;
rhythm
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