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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989 and
became one of the international conventions currently
accepted and implemented by Member States of the United
Nations. In order to respond to international trends and
show the international community determinations of Taiwan
government to endorse human rights, Implementation Act of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child was enacted on
the International Children’ s Human Rights Day in 2014. This

N
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move not only demonstrates the localization of the
Convention, but further demonstrates Taiwan government’ s
commitment to protect and promote rights of children.

Human rights discourse is not self-evident. In order
to avoid rights implementations being argued as slogans
only or culturally relative disputes, from the central to
the local government, from the government officials to the
general public should understand and recognize the concept
of children’ s rights, and then understand how the
children’ s rights initiative should be promoted and acted
upon. Since the martial law was lifted in 1987 and being
influenced by welfare state ideology, children’s rights
discourse has been mainly focused on protection and
provision. Following with emergence of rights awareness and
knowledge, participation rights began to draw attention.
Despite discussing rights categories as a whole, this study
will represent the current situation of children’s
participation rights in Taiwan.

As for the research design, since children were born,
the family plays an important role of nurturing and guiding
children. In order to understand how the right of the child
in the daily life 1s structured, parents perspectives will
be explored to understand the power relationship between
parents and children are balanced. Therefore, parents
become this research participants for the first year of the
research project. On the other hand, histories of childhood
have increasingly noticed. Being influenced by emergence of
childhood sociology as well as welfare states in the 20th
century, the very concept of children as societies’
property as well as ‘the child is the independent
individual, has his/her own view and the choice, 1s not the
parents’ property’ are more and more discussed. When
guardians or parents are capable of protecting or caring
children, the so-called ‘parents patriae’ , which is
parent of the nation will play the role to safeguard the
child’ s safety. This is initially tied up with the concept
that the child’ s development and safety is no longer
individual’ s matter. Here, social workers often play the
representatives of the nations to safeguard rights of the
child. It is social workers who ‘know the best interests
of the child in the family as well as the situation,

‘children are perceived as parents’ properties’ in the
social contexts. Therefore, social workers, especially
child and family social workers are research participants
in the second year of the research project.

Participation rights of children, power, parents, social
work professionals, Taiwan
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2. Hsin-Yi Chen & Tang, I-Chen* (2017) Social workers’  attitudes towards human
rights in a sample of Taiwan, International social work,

doi.org/10.1177/0020872817725138 (corresponding author)

Abstract

The human rights concept is that everyone is entitled to enjoy those rights inherent to
being human, without distinction. However, should human rights be considered a
self-evident value for the social work profession? This study was to explore how
social workers in Taiwan perceive the human rights concept. Responses from 276
social worker participants were analyzed by using a self-administered questionnaire.
This study showed that social workers had a general knowledge of human rights.
Receiving human rights educational training and engaging in social protests were
important variables in increasing human rights awareness for social work

practitioners.
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1. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen (2018) Case study of parental storytelling about
underage daughter’ s pregnancy and abortion in Taiwan, Storytelling Conference
2018, Suffolk, UK, 10-11 July 2018.

Abstract



Background Children’ s right to participation is significantly influenced by adult
authorities in everyday life. Children’ s freedom of expression and decision making
are interacted and influenced by norms and values in a cultural framework. This
presentation is to adopt narrative strategies to report a case study of a mother sharing

her experience with her underage daughter who goes through pregnancy and abortion.

Methods A mother shared her experience of her adolescent daughter’s unintended

pregnancy, and termination of that pregnancy, through face-to face interview.

The story Before “something” happened: “She had had some bad behavior. I had
tried to reason with her. Her two older sisters knew what was accepted and what was
not. But, this daughter was more rebellious. Since her pregnancy and abortion, she has
changed. She has become better behaved and mostly asks our opinion before going
ahead with something, which she hardly did before.”

During the “something”: “It was during her final year of junior high school just before
she entered senior high school...There were signs before they started seeing each
other. Then, it was too late. I told her that it was impossible for her to have a child. I
could not accept a child giving birth to a child. I could not let anyone know....Her
period was late and she told the boy. This boy is from a single-parent family. His

mother found out and they went to buy a pregnancy test kit and then phoned me.”

After the “something”: “The reaction was very intense. They wanted to deal with the
pregnancy immediately so they went to a pharmacy to buy (abortion) pills. I said no.
Things cannot be done this way. They could have made things worse. They had to tell
me directly. Since it happened, we have to deal with it. She was crying...and I took
her to a hospital (to have an abortion). She can't make decisions for herself for most
things now because I tell her she must ask us our opinion beforehand. . . Since that
day, she has not been allowed to go out with her classmates alone. . . She was

immature...We (parents) are responsible for whatever she does.”

Discussion By adopting storytelling techniques, the mother is the storyteller and the
researcher is the listener. These are the important roles in conveying information that
someone chooses to reveal. Based on a timeline design in a storytelling context, a
mother revealed a family secret of her underage daughter’s pregnancy, which is a
social stigma in Taiwan. The mother refused to accept her daughter’s unintended
pregnancy, referring to it as “something”. Although abortion drugs are legal in Taiwan,

parental responsibilities include protecting their children from harm and guiding them.
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The mother insisted on taking her daughter to a hospital to have a safe termination.

Since then, the daughter’s independence has been restricted.

Conclusion The adoption of storytelling methodology helps to reflect on how
adolescent pregnancy is articulated by individuals with different roles and positions in
a family, society and culture. In addition, narrative as a research tool can increase
understanding of the decision-making process when seeking to terminate a pregnancy.
The importance of this narrative is that it captures the conflicts, complexity, stigma
and interpretation of a mother’s role and position in the construction of her subjective

feelings about her underage daughter’s pregnancy and abortion.

2. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen (2018) Social workers’ perceptions of children’s
right to participation: The Taiwan experience, Social Work, Education and Social
Development Conference 2018 (SWSD 2018), Dublin, Ireland, 4-7July 2018.

Abstract

Background The “best interests of the child” principle in Article 3 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child is closely related to  “the right to participation”
in Article 12 of the same convention. In reality, adult authorities often reject children’
s views during the decision-making process in the pursuit of children’ s best
interests. Various social work fields such as foster care, residential care, underage
pregnancy and emergency placement involve meaningful engagement with children
and adolescents. There is little research about what meaningful children’ s

participation entails and the barriers it creates for social workers in Taiwan.

Objective The aim of this research is to explore social workers’ perceptions of

obstacles to communicating with children while involving children in practice.

Methods This is an ongoing, exploratory, mixed method research project for which
qualitative data has been collected from 88 in-depth, semi-structured interviews with
social workers, mainly child welfare social workers. Research question: According to
your work experience, what are the restrictions and obstacles when children are
involved? Of the 88 social workers, 9 identified themselves as male while 78
identified themselves as female and one as other. The age range was 22 - 48 years,

with an average age of 30.8 years.

Results Despite social workers’ recognition of the concepts of children’s right to
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participation and freedom of expression, age, maturity and ability to conduct quality
communication were factors in the willingness of social workers to discuss important

decisions with them:

Age Children under 7 are most likely to have minimal understanding of
information social workers provide. “When I asked one child whether he agreed to be
adopted, he replied he didn’ t know. When I asked further, I realized he had only a
vague understanding of adoption...He was just five or six years old” (SW038). “Some
children are physically and mentally dependent and cannot see long-term potential.
Most of these are preschool children” (SW053).

Protecting children from neglect or abuse and removal from home: Emotional
reaction of children, especially anger and sadness, impact on social workers. “A
mother threatened to kill herself together with her child. I went to transfer the child to
another placement and the child insisted on returning home. She was only in second
grade. She shouted at me and said she didn’t need my help. I could feel her anger and
fear” (SW043).

Lack of reflective thinking “Some children are not educated in reflective
thinking. Children don’ t know what they want---They just follow whatever others
do” (SWO056). “Some children are not used to being asked how they feel. If
children say ‘I don’ tknow’ |, their parents will not ask further to understand what
it is they are really thinking” (SW067). “Some adolescents are distant and cold, they

are educated to obey...It takes time for them to express their opinion” (SW028).

Tokenism “After discussing treatment plans with children, they reply that they
have to ask their father, mother or grandparent. Some parents cannot be reached. I

understand that consulting or informing children cannot make too much of a
difference” (SW009).

Conclusion Three strategies provide direction for workers to act on behalf of the best
interests of children: 1. Structured Decision Model-Safety Assessment Tool (SDM-S)
is used to assess risk and safety of children, especially for child protective services.2.
Mentorship and supervision support less experienced workers when facing complex

cases. 3. Interprofessional team meetings.

3. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen (2018) Understanding child participation in the

framework of child rights:The parental perspectives in Taiwan, Social Work,
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Education and Social Development Conference 2018 (SWSD 2018), Dublin, Ireland,
4-7July 2018.

Abstract

Background Recent research has emphasized that family relationships, especially
parent-child relationships, are influenced by rights ideologies. While children’s rights
to protection and provision enormously impact on child welfare services, there has
been growing interest in children’s right to participation. Participatory rights of
children can be seen as an important value in the development of a democratic society.
Their right to express their views reflects values of free speech. Moreover,
development of decision-making competency in a democratic process emphasizes

autonomy.

However, adult views matter when constructing children’s rights to participation.
Adults, such as parents, have the primary responsibility to provide relevant
information and appropriate guidance and discipline to prepare children to be
independent. Thus, balancing protection of children from potential danger and

development of their independence has become a challenge for parents.

Objective This study focuses on the role of parents in understanding children's right
to participation and decision making by exploring children’s independent mobility in
everyday life. In doing so, we may understand parental risk-benefit analysis of
evaluating the degree of freedom children should have in their mobility decisions

within a cultural framework of socialization.

Methods At the time this proposal was written, a total of 88 in-depth interviews had
been conducted to explore parental perspectives on children’s rights, especially
children’s participation rights. The protocol of this study was approved by the
University Hospital Institutional Review Board (IRB).

Participants Among the participants, 35 were males and 53 were females. Moreover,
71 were married and living together with their spouse; 5 were married but not living
together with their spouse; 2 were unwed single parents, 9 were divorced and 1 was a

single widowed parent.

As to age, 2 were under 30, 11 were between 30 and 39, 68 were between 40

and 49 and 7 were over 50. Twenty-three interviewees were from one-child families,
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59 were from two-child families, 5 were from 3-child families and one was from a
six-child family. As to the ages of the interviewees’ children, 15 were of preschool
and kindergarten age, 43 were of primary school age, 24 were of junior high school

age and 55 were of senior high school age.

Findings Inevitably, parents were anxious about their children’s safety even when
perceiving a need to train their children to be independent. The results indicated that
cultural framework significantly affects parents’ acceptance of children’s independent
mobility. According to qualitative data, children as young as 7 or 8 were allowed to
play in the neighborhood with peers or purchase breakfast from the corner shop.
“When he was 7 or 8 years old, he was eager to show his independence. Whenever we

needed something from the shop, he would volunteer to go” (025).

In terms of age, quite a few interviewees responded that 12, when children
were entering junior high school, is the appropriate age to be allowed to go out
without adult supervision. “Going to the movies with peers is an important ritual on
elementary school graduation day. This rite signifies their autonomy” (060). “When
she was in fifth or sixth grade, she began to go out with her friends to the library. It
did not mean that I was not worried. After all, she is a girl” (071). “When she was in

sixth grade, I was ok if she wanted to go to the library nearby without me” (085).

Personal experience of parents affects development of trust relationship with
children and the social environment: “I¢ is unlikely for her to go out alone at night. In
the daytime is ok (001). “Because she is a girl, [ am worried if she goes out alone”
(035). “I have never considered letting her go out alone because Taipei City is quite
complex and unsafe” (036). “As long as the activity is appropriate, I am ok with him
going out without me” (049). “It is not a matter of capability, but rather of safety
because she is a girl” (053). “Compared with boys, girls are more likely to encounter

danger. Until now, [ still hesitate to let her go out without adult supervision” (068).

Conclusion Participation rights are an ongoing learning process for children and
require development of competence. According to the findings, children’s
independence can be explored from a cultural perspective, especially gender
positionality. Most parents in this study were willing to share decision—making power
with their children despite the fact that they were concerned for their safety.
Regardless of age, girls were perceived as more likely to encounter danger than boys.
Parents are expected to protect children from all forms of risk even as children are

learning to take control of their own lives. Concurrently, children’s rights to
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participation should be considered relational, ongoing and emotional. Consensus is
more likely to be achieved if children learn to negotiate with and express their
motivation for going out without adult supervision to their parents. By doing so,
children learn to effectively communicate with their parents and participate in the

decision-making process.

4. B EH ~ B 28)m§”ﬂ#§jﬁwmxﬁaﬁwﬁg&ﬁﬁ'%
NETFE GG A TER Y LFF AR FHAETALE D TR ko
2017 # 3 % 24 p o

Fe

FrH R 1989 2m e F (23 # 1= %) (UN Convention on the Rights of the
Chlld) cnd T E R T O R A ERAEAE DT NS - 7137}%?&‘3 A g gk o B
Zak g F i i EFIEF 7 B8 T & (provision) ~ T %3 | (protection)
& U (participation) 3 B P e 4 ki 7 (Helmer & Palme, 2016 ) - #X
Mook AN E S R(SZE IS )F L Z EE e a2 d 28 & {8 (participation
rights) 24 > 7 W& B A 47 211 2 F DT fé%’ﬂi,ﬁ (Jarosz, 2016 ) ; 2> =
RE - NEEREFZNEE R EF2F 28 A - BRI G AT
FELE 2 M2 e 023 2B AL EDERIL LTI - BH B2
%\*é CERGp PR T A OET Tl g B v RS HE R IR A
LY Ol S REMR IR S 0 2L
EFCedE Y L p e A2 B E RS > 2 ad R s
PHAFARNIRIBMGEUEFE- 75 -

\F‘

&

52
KN
:
e
% iE

iy
s
?{r
1%
D
o
T
3\
kY
‘mﬂ

7 SRR S A mfg'f % %% o Ruck ~ Abramovitch
2 Keating (19 8) CRRARTES pAEMEE R AT gl 0 A A (B0
A fok fF ) o gg%@zr a0 R e PR AT L R > Perry-Hazan (2016 )
LS AL enfEd A g BB EE A8 3ou§%%ﬁpw’
Schalkers % 4 (2016) % i L ‘“fﬁ;\;*;?ii 7 ﬁ"éﬁﬁ? i#s2 7}1}}% el (2 [F2q
§F5Fm’81!%+~ &Tf}‘m)ﬂ pffi riv g 52
FIL R A3 R P H L 20 F R R rv’ﬁ” ﬁi&U l*?%im#u,u ¢
T RSN L& T S8 I L R A 7r+§w £ (social
position) ™ % 7 fr 33 (field) € B2 ° %8 AR AR R R
BAE LR B R B AR A ;;ﬁ‘—%ﬁ\%ﬁ}‘%\;‘é}‘%il oF SEIR
“r3) T A g5 en ) (The personal is political ) » 415 5t 22 3 1% Fr 42 F SR
i;%—&éi;ﬁ’ﬂ‘i’ﬁ’i’ q e B Rae 8 B0 A T4 (power) &2 T BT J(rlghtS)

Bw o Tata B R I(GlArE R FAL R )T $ 2 L ARE % o

\\\?{r
1%
-_t,
~r
[

15



d *"ﬁ-}?ﬁrﬂ% Wi h L §E 4 5% ]g}_m#fg v H oA R R ehE
RELEZ B8 ¢ 'Wé B LR M 7R 55

- fis P anLT o A ﬁ&émﬂvm;&%ﬁ #os A ﬁf-ﬂ PR g
fF AR

PR dFEg a0 B4 0 & AR AP RE A E KPR
(conceptualize) 4 % £ #8 {* (actualize) 323 é,_;jf;%g WEARY R Ak o

FrfEd 2738 FTEPH O AR B ErEHT I AL EST & ,iﬁ};:[gs
BAEY MR B A AR AT RFE AP ES S BERE RN FH IR
Bols B KT RBEFT LI AFF S AL R ORE 4
1—#:—%4 ’ uitg%c'gzrvvaA,} 15 7\_,1"’} o ﬂ\,{ﬂ’“ c ‘a@’({gpé‘%lw«—%ﬁi El g%ﬁ
(CS16079) > 1 &7 3 WAL 3~ e > BRBAE A = PFLEF R

R E R

FIER PHBEAAFR DORFRILEDRTARTITHFLL A DG

Fohgdr T3 LA L0F R T3 %36 = HFH0
J v N i BT

1.2 1 H-3F L d BN J/ﬁ};m B F st ﬁ'\wﬁuﬁéﬁ%éﬁ&%
fflisfﬁér‘wﬂ'mféfér & T ‘Iﬁ. REREERINBpBIT NI HRE %
WA WP S o BH A B IZE B i e aikiR)o

e R s £ 'F“E&”ﬁi']fi* * ‘f‘ﬁ/{ég—"'lﬁ. B | _"],ai’l'sﬂg;%%i SRR
3 ’-Qbﬂ‘ug poe ook gl m’-ézé,?ug e g (075 5’/076"’*-18%&"* >
11)‘%&"*) ; -QJJ ufgiﬁﬂ;%\. pe g_, ;\‘.ﬂaai},;g iﬁ—"?%’}gﬁ,o o %9%54 gﬁ B b
«’ﬁm\;rsi'jwﬂ‘;ﬁ,m’ ok FO TR R 9 (082 4 -18 i) o

2. —;—Q-Q-ng{&"}'ﬁs\l: ?@»t‘b %3_;\%\37# ﬁ\:‘ N &Ed > EIE-;J'Lﬁ‘}?iE’ﬁEL%E—’*%ﬁ.
£

R R N ,T;glj; KRR bt B F LR
®+ o “q"ﬁw HFLp e (017 9-17 f4) s B = & 502 L(i};gg

S kPR ATAE 0 RS R S P AP PRBR0234-14 KT ) B AR
e i m A ’;]»%;‘saﬁ};{fé E TR IR - DI NS g_&mﬁg,,%i&g L ﬁig B e (027
9134 7)o

3. FAAEH: AT EERT oA PR REE LERR

16



il SR e

F15 3 AT R RARAT 0 ATILAGRESC R E L g F L DR AR
%wwﬁurﬁﬁéa@%4¥ m’*ﬁ%ﬁﬁ(%%dw°mmé40%éﬁ
DA (B R e FF R AT ) 2 R ARG F S AR
fi oo W R SR S @R e Qﬁm%’%@%éwéawz%mmy%mn
417 A T) AT g e ied o p e &fngA«g_, W R pE iR R ,}Wigg
IR iE R+ ”\19\199‘\?*“”' L PIRE R A oo B H Ak o Rp e HF 2
oA Lied (061 4-16 K T); & S Asga b e A g A3 W | R
A G T Tk | A g p e AEASEREAT 2, (062
L-18 k) Bl PR 0 A g A G P TR TR 4 p e PRE A
EF 0 Bk 2R o 5 (085 +-13 fk*)

%% 3 #4L€ & (Thesociology of childhood) 3% 3 # P4 £ - fiA € it il
GRREN f 8 EOE- T TS SRS SRS L L B S RN
PR & BRI TERFE PRI LA ROFHT TR G o A0

@OLfEA g e 5 R ’ﬁffﬁzﬂ* Tr\J)a TR RE(FEER R RE
B3R ) B AR OT nd R X LR 2 A aﬁﬁm,s/%wiﬁ?
WAEAL > L IR g RS20 f e *?“"I“*z%z’?'w'ﬁ“mﬁ ﬁvéimag o %2
bA A R Hp L #ﬂf‘ﬁ?mi#ﬂh’ﬁ”h “r%f%?’ﬁ” B A B AFReTR B
zﬁﬁ?q’ifriﬁh ?#JmMJ’é—%ﬁﬁa%B#4%
AL ENH FE LB AR R o gt - i C B A EB I AF AL g hi 4 0 e @
EE YN Lr e r] SN ’ﬂ‘?ﬁﬁzmm i s p o T
AF @ gy LGt fA gAF RN | i 4 i B

\\\?{r

\1::

5. 1-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen (2017)Dialogue between rights and power -
Exploration and interpretation of children's rights to participation from the parental
perspective in Taiwan, Children and Childhoods Conference 2017, University of
Suffolk, UK18-19 July.

Abstract

Background The rights of children to participate in the decision-making process have
been addressed in Article 12 of the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Based on children’s level of maturity, competency and age, the concept of
participation is vague and problematic and requires substantive discussion. In Taiwan,
the social and cultural image of children is a vulnerable group requiring adult

protection, and the views of children are not widely recognized in policy or
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decision-making. Thus, the rights of children to participate in the decision-making
process are rarely considered. Studies have shown that children’s views are not fully
considered in practice. Adult authorities often use the best interests of the child
principle to reject the views of children in the decision-making process. By doing so,
it becomes difficult to distinguish whether adults or children are the beneficiaries of

the best interest principle.

Objective Children’s participation rights were explored from the parental perspective

to demonstrate how these rights are interpreted in everyday life in Taiwan.

Method Qualitative interviews were the research method used to develop concepts of,
insights into and understanding of how parents construct their knowledge of children's
and adolescents’ participation, free expression and decision making. Various social
categories such as family type, gender, age, disability, and parental educational levels
were considered to produce the necessary complexity to understand children’s rights
in family decision-making. All interviews were recorded and transcribed verbatim for
analysis. This study was approved by the University Hospital Institutional Review
Board (IRB) (CS16079).

Participants At the time this proposal was written, 57 parents had been individually
interviewed based on a semi-structured interview guide. Among them, 22 were males
and 35 were females. Moreover, 50 were married and living together with their spouse;
2 were married but not living together with their spouse; 1 was an unwed single
parent, 3 were divorced and 1 was a single parent whose partner was deceased.
Among these participants, 11 were aged between 30 and 40, 42 were aged between 41
and 50 and 4 were aged between 51 and 60. There were 52 interviewees who came
from a two-parent family and 5 who came from a single-parent family. Moreover, 41
interviewees identified themselves as being raised in a nuclear family, 4 in an
extended family, 1 in a blended family, and 6 in a three-generation family. As to the
ages of the interviewees’ children, 3 were of preschool and kindergarten age, 33 were
of primary school age, 12 were of junior high school age and 33 were of senior high

school age.

Results Criteria for children's rights to participation in the family were as followed:

1. Cognition: The results reflected that parents often make subjective judgments, in
which cognition is a critical component, that affect their children’s ability to access

information and make sense of what they perceive.
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2. Age: Age difference was one of the important factors in the differences in

experiences and qualities between children and adults in specific matters.

3. Ownership: Parents followed the repressive tradition of limiting children’s
freedom of choice. Parents displayed absolute authority over their children. Children
hardly had a will of their own and were required to be unthinkingly obedient to their

parents.

4. Significant Others: Grandmothers and school authorities: Researchers found that
school authorities and grandmothers as authorities in the family are two important
references for rule making and compliance. Traditional authority was maintained by
way of not talking back and following school regulations. This reflected the concept
of traditional socialization in which families and schools play major influential roles
in demanding obedience from children and training them to completely comply with

adults’ instructions.

Event-based Children's Rights to Participation

1. Academic choices: Our study found that when strict parents have strict demands
for academic performance, but their children have different opinions, such parents

often require their children to obey them and follow choices they consider safe.

2. Peers: The findings showed that parental authority over children’s peer interactions
is due to concern for their potential to perform delinquent acts, such as gambling, drug

abuse, or running away.

3. Parents’ bottom line: Due to differences in rules among families, researchers were
interested in determining the issues considered taboo for children’s participation and
expression. From the findings, teenage pregnancy, dropping out of school and moving

out were the main issues.

Conclusions

The concept of children’s rights to participation is influenced by roles, familial
position, relationships, situations, and even parents’ early childhood experiences. All
of these factors reflect parents’ boundaries when interacting with children. The key to
developing children’s rights to participation is adult willingness to share power and

social space with children.
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6. 1-Chen Tang (2019) Social workers’ perspectives on children’s rights: A qualitative
study, European Conference for Social Work Research 2019, Leuven,
Belgium,10-12April, 2019 G& < 4 & >~ 107 £ 9 * 24 p # 45 > 107 £ 12 * 10 P
% B %% )

Abstract

Background Every social worker can contribute to the promotion and advocacy of
human rights through education, policy initiatives or welfare services (Steen, 2006).
However, how to implement the concept of children’s rights in social work practice
has been a difficult issue. In responding to the argument that realization of children’s
rights is due to lack of knowledge and understanding of children’s rights (Campbell &
Covell, 2001), whether social workers acquire child right knowledge and skills are
significant to explore. Thus, this study aims to find out whether Taiwanese social
workers are aware of children's rights and what ideals they hold for children’s rights.
Further, it examines (1) how they gain an awareness of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, if they have ever heard of the Convention, and
(2) which issues regarding children’s rights need to be highlighted in social work
education.

Method In this research, qualitative interviews were conducted with 94 social
workers through purposive as well as snowball sampling. This research mainly uses a
thematic analysis to encode, classify and analyse the collected data on the basis of
specific concepts.

Findings According to the demographic variable data of the interviewees, there were
83 women, 10 men and one person of other gender. In terms of age, there were 43
social workers aged less than 30 years, 49 aged between 30 and 39 years and two
aged over 40 years.

According to the interview data, only one interviewee has never heard of the
term ‘children’s rights’ and only three interviewees have not heard of the ‘United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child’. Routes for learning about the
Convention were mostly pre-qualifying education, professional development,
government advocacy, etc. Interviewees reflected that human rights issues often cause
contradictions and controversies of ethical dilemma in practice. Thus, it is
recommended that social work education needs to highlight issues with children’s
rights, in particular reflective training should be conducted through case studies.
Furthermore, as an advocacy role in helping children being aware of themselves as
rights holders, social workers are expected to acquire skills and knowledge of

working with children. Also, social workers are expected to obtain knowledge of laws
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or policies relevant with children through educational training.

Conclusion Although most interviewees had an initial understanding of children’s
rights, they found it complicated to work with children due to consideration of
balancing the best interests of the child with parental or cultural consideration. Social
workers need to be culturally competent and professionally sensitive to meet the
complexities and challenges of promoting child rights in practice.

Reference

Campbell, K.M. & Covell, K. (2001). Children’s rights education at the university
level: An effective means of promoting rights knowledge and rights-based attitudes,
The International Journal of Children's Rights, 9, 123—135.

Steen, J. A. (2006). The roots of human rights advocacy and a call to action, British
Journal of Social Work, 51(2), 101-105.

7. 1-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi Chen (2019) Autonomy of children in medical decision
making and refusal of treatment related to age: Social workers’ perceptions of rights
and power, 9th International Conference on Social Work in Health and Mental Health:
Shaping the future: Promoting human rights and social perspectives in health and
mental health, York, UK, 22-26" July 2019 (= 4 &2 107 £ 10 * 26 p 48 >
107 & 127" 7p % & %54

Abstract

Background Taiwan possesses a paternalistic culture and adult authorities tend to
make decisions on behalf of their children. Over the past four decades, with the
emergence of children’s rights awareness and free will, children and other
incompetents are seeking rights to participation and decision-making in matters that
concern them, such as medical treatment. However, medical decision making can be
very difficult, as consequences of such decisions may be serious and irreversible.
Situated between family members and healthcare professionals, social workers often
encounter ethical dilemmas.

Aims The aim of this study is to explore social workers’ perceptions and perspectives
on children’s decision-making competence, with focuses on medical decision making
and refusal of treatment.

Methods Two hundred social workers in Taiwan participated in a survey which
involved completing a self-administered questionnaire concerning decision-making
rights of children related to age. In particular, two questions were asked: At what age
do you perceive that children are able to make decisions about their medical treatment?

At what age do you perceive that children are able to refuse treatment? To evaluate
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specific beliefs, 90 participants were further interviewed regarding their viewpoints
on children’s medical decision making and age.

Results Age, power, maturity of children, parental roles, competence, seriousness of
diagnosis and laws all influenced social workers’ perspectives on children’s medical
decision making. The issue of refusal of treatment challenged social workers’
professional values such as self-determination.

Discussion/conclusion Children’s medical decision making is a complex cultural

issue. Teamwork is required to ensure the best interests of each child.

22



105 R EdEFmy P d % a 4

PhaiEL Ry 34 %% 105-2410-H-040-006-MY2
PR EIERS R R TN TR L 2R AR EDR e R
fL
. ) L GRED R ’g‘"a‘l?ﬁvﬁ G ER ANy S
EL >
FRRE N N et ) | CH E s B A
R EFEEL L E)
1. B s Bk (2017) 8524
B2 ?\li*—laﬁ‘? GenRTHE F- 23 S8
AL b FIeRTEY A0 65
RUE R 2 31-42(iT A fE )
2. BUS e~ B X (2017) VLSS e
L T eas L memei s
fa > ’;w%k+§§:n’4<2>  73-99 -
TR O =~ (2018) 23 &7}
B e 2 ﬁﬁmﬂ’ m’i*’*’ ERUR AR I B U
it g~ 1 B TEEaGE Jm‘v??j%ﬂ’iﬁ
NN F- gfgﬁ g1ivy
&0 2017#372 2
%z 0] &
L4 0] %
2 PR 2 0| A&
P\ ;-HT fbl 0 >
v g 0
lEma g
£ fl4E L EW 0
A/ A 0
—_— PR 0
R W .
jgx.; ﬁi?%%% 0] ©
FHLTRIET hiE 0
¥ i 0
A 0
H 0
i+ #i 0] =
P s & ~
1;:)\ 01+ ~
Hsin-Yi Chen & Tang, I-Chen* (2017)
Social workers’ attitudes towards
5 ) < 1 human rights in a sample of Taiwan,
A Bl ] .
International social work,
E3 N I . |doi.org/10. 1177/0020872817725138
o | F AR i [(corresponding author)
1. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen
NP 6 (2018) Case study of parental
storytelling about underage
daughter’ s pregnancy and abortion




in Taiwan, Storytelling Conference
2018, University of Suffolk, UK,
10-11 July 2018.

2. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen
(2018) Social workers’ perceptions
of children’ s right to
participation - The Taiwan
experience, Social Work, Education
and Social Development Conference
2018 (SWSD 2018), Royal Dublin
Society, Dublin, Ireland, 4-T7July
2018.

3. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen
(2018) Understanding child
participation in the framework of
child rights-The parental
perspectives in Taiwan, Social
Work, Education and Social
Development Conference 2018 (SWSD
2018), Royal Dublin Society,

Dublin, Ireland, 4-T7July 2018.

4. I-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi, Chen
(2017)Dialogue between rights and
power - Exploration and
interpretation of children’ s rights
to participation from the parental
perspective in Taiwan, Children and
Childhoods Conference 2017,
Department of Children, Young
People and Education, University of
Suffolk, UK18-19 July.

5. I-Chen Tang (2019) Social
workers’ perspectives on

children’ s rights: A qualitative
study, European Conference for
Social Work Research 2019, Leuven,
Belgium, 10-12April, 2019 GhH= 4 &
107#92 24p FAp 0 107# 127 109 %
A5 )

6. [-Chen Tang & Hsin-Yi Chen (2019)
Autonomy of children in medical
decision making and refusal of
treatment related to age: Social
workers’ perceptions of rights and
power, 9th International Conference
on Social Work in Health and Mental
Health: Shaping the future:
Promoting human rights and social
perspectives in health and mental
health, York, UK, 22-26th July 2019
(H24FEE107T£107 26p 45 > 1074
122 7p % &% %1 4v)




>

I |

5
3N

FH

(el Neo il Nen il Nenll Neo Bl E=2 Neoli Neo il Neoll Neoll Neoll Neo il Nen B Ren il Nen)

AR A

[E—

ém%%+§§%ﬁ§%ﬁ§1ﬁ%ﬁ

< FA RS

[U—

6m§§%%§§ﬁg%ﬁglﬁ§$

Frdke s

A =K

S~ T T W

2 R

[l Neoll Neo il Neoll R B =21 R==hy Neo)

(mizngit
R
x%,ggjgﬁvl z H

PF EIEE

Hts g

2o 2 2 B doyeId B s
ERRELIT T F5H
WHLEh A ¥ Hes B 2 BB
Fo F A o)




PRI REEL PS4

%ﬁ?%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁéw ARR SR TEH PR L S R F A R
E(HEad%5i iz AR BE BENE- 9’55}7 o) ~ 2 F
@a%wﬁﬂﬁi*@¢%? IRFR (FRAESSET LG AR 27
BEEEFECELJEZEAFR) AEB 3B ERE > - FEFR o
Loy FE Ry RP AR ESRY I RFRT- FE
M= P i
(IR =p % GGep » 21005 & *2)
L9 % % iz
(I%1ecq % %
(]2 & & 7]
PR
2. A 2 % BT 4 o0 L%ﬁ | E5 (FE s fFap &2 K2 %
%’,{ L~ HB AR T A )
wmr e wd [awdz2z~f% WBER? &
B4 &® Y57 HE
FE e [’ HE
His 1 (m200% 5 2)
(ﬁ?.ng&zﬁak%w.kz\\,g%z . %’ ~§2f§fi 35‘. ab@»f;\p ,,byi, ,.1500:‘;
')

HREFLERDE T o FIIRIFY L bR 'T'wj%g«f e %/u:& N 3
'*’,Mﬂ’“%ﬁ‘aﬂ#ﬁﬂif\%'\i%ﬁﬁﬁvmr«? # 18 & 2 AR iR 5]
Flli24p s R FEE AR R B TR L mER, 12 23
APl fad TREE 2 B A, > P RGEISAR T AMI8K F & & e
SR LFER G RERBEFMTIRH 2 NEFEEESL o TEEJIASFE X
AP F A AR LDERLE TR AT EES BT
Rk MRS AR ) R0 S
Tefg 4 M GicP 27 EF > FEik iﬂmuaf% o i i T
TR EFBRGI R AH I S8 A ,&’fﬁ R i
A BlAeAT Y R R SRR~ Bbp b s AR A R3R
TRl a7 P L &M EREF R DFRT
- i JFEFALTER D R FERE L
1154‘4 g;g AME - BEVHELY L% 7 Kk

4
AR B g U 2 a4 SR /i

e

‘_\

\-n

cy
N \+
\4

N
!

AT
&4
cﬂ

N
N

C.

ot
4 |~ ﬁm
e

s
W~
PPN \wﬁy

=3

7
~

F

AN

%

}

=
&

}

N~
\rr
()

N

—

S

=k
=z
Y
e
Yok o
PN
1%

7.
I ’

3
o g

D N Tl N

T
()
N
-
—

fo o o

tat
F_L ‘mj}
S o

o R [

| > %2

)
IR ﬁ‘i oM %

q .

&
(=

ey Wk |S BF D e R R
-l

¥ g

—h ey
B B

o




4.

J R FIR

AT EsrRE Y e lE LA 2R LB
(98 TH_ HoFTIRERY R BSOS LKA}
AEFEREEF2E AR E A




