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Abstract

The influences of gender stereotypes have been found in many conditions, such as in
our working places or in schools. Therefore, to understand impacts of stereotypes and to
deduct negative effects from stereotypes seems to become more important and popular
issues. In 1995, thus Steele and Aronson indicated stereotype threat effect (STES), and to
explain that stereotype threat effects would affect on individual’s stereotyped
performance .This study, thus, conducts a 3(manipulation condition: control vs. threat vs.
threat deduction) x 2(academic subjects: science vs. literary) mixed participant design to
aims at understanding how high school students who are influenced by negative gender
stereotypes to select science and engineering as major subjects. There are 139 female high
school students in Taiwan as participants. The subject-selected willing is using as
independent variable. The statistical analysis reveal results as: (1) Significant interaction
effects between subject and condition was found (F(, 136=4.056; p<.05); (2) There is a
significant main effect of subjects (F, 13=228.241; p< .001). The willing score to literary
(M=537.27) is higher than to science (M=276.18) ; (3) In science subjects, the threat
deduction group has the highest studying willing scores (M=321.23) rather than threat group
(M=241.05), and then control group (M=272.41). In addition, this study also explores some
factors which may influence the selection of their major. More details and findings are
discussed.

Keywords: gender stereotypes, subject selection, threat effects, threat deduction
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